Introduction
Although 71 caprellid species in the genus Caprella (Crustacea: Amphipoda) have been recorded in Japanese waters (McCain and Steinberg 1970; Arimoto 1976; Takeuchi 1999) , morphological information on juveniles is rather scarce and, therefore, identification of juveniles is difficult. Takeuchi (1989) described all instars of three caprellid species, Caprella danilevskii Czerniavski, 1868, C. generosa Arimoto, 1977, and C. okadai Arimoto, 1930 , and revealed that the diagnostic characters of adults, i.e., the relative lengths of the pereonites and the morphology of the propodus of gnathopod 2, were undeveloped in younger instars, especially the first-instar juvenile. Aoki (1992 Aoki ( , 1999 compared the morphology of first-instar juveniles of nine species of Caprella and identified seven diagnostic characters for species discrimination.
In this paper, we describe the first-instar juveniles of the following six species based on specimens collected from the Pacific coast of southern Hokkaido, Japan: Species Diversity, 2010, 15, 25-40 
